
A Lutheran Look at the Second Epistle of St. Peter 
 
Week 2: False Teaching and Its Results 
 
Intro: What would you do if you heard something taught in a Bible Study or preached 

in a sermon that contradicted biblical teaching?   
 
Quick review of Week 1: 

1. Peter stresses the relationship between God’s grace and true knowledge of God. 
2. We who are called by God’s grace are also called to grow in our knowledge and 

our lives of sanctification. 
3. We can trust God’s Word to provide what we need for life and godliness; the 

message was recorded by eyewitnesses who saw the fulfillment of prophecy, every 
word of which was verbally inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

 
 
Read 2:1-3 
Here Peter draws a stark contrast between those who share the truth of Spirit-breathed 

Scripture and those who have a different spirit altogether.  Note that false 
teaching isn’t posed as a mere possibility, but a constant threat. 

 
Luther: “God has bidden us that we should each determine what this or that one 

preaches, and give account thereof; if we do not, then we are lost; wherefore it 
concerns every one’s own soul’s salvation to know what God’s Word is, and what 
false doctrines are” (The Epistles of St. Peter and St. Jude Preached and 
Explained by Martin Luther, p. 181). 

 
What might serve as a motive for introducing false teachings?  In other words, why 

would someone even think of lying to God’s people?  Why, in turn, would a 
Christian believe them?  Cf. 2 Timothy 4:3 

 
Put the thought of v. 3b in your own words. 
 
 
Read 2:4-10a 
Peter gives three examples of God’s righteous judgment on those who harden their 

hearts against him and despise his will to save.  Identify God’s enemies and their 
outcome(s). 

 
At the same time, God rescues his own.  Recall what you know of Bible history and 

remember how God employed extraordinary measures to rescue Noah and Lot.  
What is the application for us, who seek to recognize and resist false teachings?   

 
 
Read 2:10b-16 
Little is known about that to which v. 10b refers.  Any ideas?   



 
Peter’s letter has strong words, a scathing rebuke of false teachers.  Does he go too far?  

Give a reason for your answer.  Cf. Matthew 23 
 
Can you think of other Scriptural illustrations where false teachers are portrayed as 

animals? 
 
Give examples (from Luther’s day or more recently) of how false teachers can often be 

identified not only by their teachings, but by their shameful actions.  Be careful 
with your answers. 

 
See Numbers 22-24 for the full story of Balaam. 
 
False teaching leads to destructive behavior, destroys saving faith, and ends in 

destruction.  These verses address the character of the false teachers; the next 
section will emphasize the effects on their prey. 

 
 
Read 2:17-22 
In John 4, Jesus offered the woman at the well some living water, which would quench 

her thirst eternally.  Note the opposite in vv. 17-18—the empty promises of false 
teaching and the emptiness that results.    

 
What kind of people are particularly vulnerable to the temptation of listening to false 

teaching?  What application can we make for ourselves and our church, in 
keeping with the theme of this letter? 

 
How does a life of obedience to Christ provide greater freedom than following our own 

desires (v. 19)?   
 
Explain the peculiar-sounding point in vv. 20-21.  Cf. Hebrews 6:4-6 
 
Luther: “To confess Christ is to know what he is, even our Savior, who forgives our sins 

from pure grace.  By this confession we escape the vice and come out from the 
pollution of the world.  But though they should have already been delivered from 
sin in baptism, they shall afterwards be plunged therein, for that they have again 
gone from faith to their own works…” (ibid. p. 202). 

 
 
Next week’s lesson will cover chapter 3 of the letter—some final encouragements in 

preparation for the Day of the Lord (unless Jesus returns before next Sunday…). 


